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La migracion internacional es un fenémeno que ha estado presente a
lo largo de la historia de la humanidad en diferentes modalidades y con
distintos grados de intensidad. Estos flujos demograficos se han carac-
terizado siempre por su dinamismo y multidimensionalidad, sin em-
bargo, los cambios de las Gltimas décadas permiten hablar hoy en dia,
no solo de un movimiento internacional, sino ademas de uno global,
transversal y multidireccional que va desde lo local hasta lo mundial.

Alrededor del mundo se observa a las personas emigrar de un pais a
otro por diversas causas: econémicas, demograficas, politicas, cultu-
rales, ambientales, y busqueda de refugio, entre otras. Segin datos
de las Naciones Unidas, hay 231.5 millones de personas viviendo en
un pais distinto al que nacieron, es decir, aproximadamente 3 de cada
100 habitantes son migrantes internacionales. El género, estructura
etaria, nacionalidad y caracteristicas laborales, entre otras variables,
se convierten en importantes categorias de analisis para comprender
con mayor profundidad esta tematica.

México se encuentra entre los paises con mas migrantes en el mun-
do, con casi 12 millones de personas, la mayoria residen en Estados
Unidos y cerca de la mitad son indocumentadas. Muchos mexicanos,
hombres, mujeres e incluso nifios, han emigrado y contindan emi-
grando al pais vecino del norte, en busca de mejores oportunidades
de vida que las que prevalecen en su lugar de origen. Estos emigran-
tes dejan atras casa, familia, amigos y comunidades, sin saber cuan-
do volveran o si se reencontraran con sus seres queridos. La separa-
cion familiar es uno de los costos mas altos que los migrantes y sus
familias tienen que afrontar.

Entre 2000 y 2007, el volumen de migrantes mexicanos en Estados
Unidos aumentd en promedio 500 mil personas al afio. Sin embargo,
de 2007 a 2014 el volumen se ha reducido en promedio en 50 mil per-
sonas, lo que comprueba que la migracion es un fenémeno que puede
cambiar su tendencia en poco tiempo. Entre los académicos, medios

International migration is a phenomenon that has been present
throughout the history of humanity in different ways and with
varying degrees of intensity. These demographic flows have
always been characterized by its changing and multi-faceted
nature; however, changes in recent decades allow to speak now
a day, not only of an international movement, but also global,
transversal and multidirectional one that goes from local to global.

Around the world people migrate from one country to others for
very different reasons: economic, demographic, political, cultural,
environmental or in search of asylum, among others. According
to United Nations figures, there are 231.5 million people living
in a country other than that of their birth, that is, around 3 in
every 100 inhabitants in the world are international migrants.
The gender, age structure, nationality and labor characteristics,
among other variables, have become important categories for
analysis to help us reach a broader understanding of this issue.

Mexico is one of the countries with the most migrants in the
world, with nearly 12 million people, most of whom live in the
United States, and around half of whom are undocumented. Many
Mexicans -men, women and even children- have emigrated and
continue to emigrate to the U.S. in search of better opportunities
than those available in their places of origin. These emigrants
leave behind their homes, their families, friends and communities,
without knowing when they will return or whether they will see
their loved ones again. Family separation is one of the highest
prices that migrants and their families have to face.

Between 2000 and 2007, the volume of Mexican immigrants in
the United States increased at an average of 500,000 people
a year. However, in 2007-2014 the volume was reduced on
average by 50,000 people, which proves that migration is a
phenomenon that can change in a short period of time. Among



de comunicacion, sociedad civil y los diferentes niveles de gobierno,
se pas0, de discutir sobre los efectos de la emigracion, al analisis de
las causas de la reduccion, y posteriormente al estudio de los flujos
de retornados y su reinsercion en México. Paralelamente, el tema de
la migracion de transito de centroamericanos cobré relevancia, y mas
recientemente el de migrantes menores no acompanados.

Por ello, la migracion se debe analizar y comprender como un fend-
meno dindmico y con mdltiples aristas, que tiene importantes reper-
cusiones sociales y econémicas, tanto a nivel local, regional y global.
En este contexto, la Fundacion BBVA Bancomer, BBVA Research y el
Consejo Nacional de Poblacion (CONAPO), publican por tercer afio
consecutivo esta obra.

El Anuario de Migracién y Remesas. México 2015, integra material de
consulta estadistica sobre migracion y remesas que puede ser utiliza-
do como insumo por parte de la academia y la sociedad civil, asi como
por los sectores privado y publico, con el fin de contribuir al disefio
y elaboracion de proyectos sociales, programas y politicas publicas
que permitan la atencién de algunas causas y efectos de la migra-
cion internacional en el pais. Busca ser una herramienta que apoye a
una mejor comprension de la migraciéon mundial y de las remesas, asi
como de las mdltiples facetas relacionadas con el tema migratorio,
que se observan en México como pais de expulsion, recepcion, tran-
sito y retorno de migrantes.
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academics, the media, civil society and the different levels of
government, the debate has moved on from discussing the effects
of emigration, to analyzing its shrinkage causes, and from there
to looking at the return flows and how they settle back in Mexico.
At the same time, the issue of transit migration by Central
Americans became very significant as did, more recently, that of
unaccompanied underage migrants.

This is why we should analyze and understand migration as a
dynamic phenomenon, with many facets, which has major social
and economic repercussions, whether local, regional or global. To
address this need, the BBVA Bancomer Foundation, BBVA Research
and the National Population Council (CONAPO), release for the
third consecutive year this publication.

The Yearbook of Migration and Remittances. Mexico 2015 includes
material for statistical reference on migration and remittances
which can be used as input by academics, civil society, the private
and public sectors, in order to contribute to the design and
development of social projects, programs and public policies to
manage some causes and effects of international migration in
Mexico. It seeks to be a tool for a deeper understanding of global
migration and remittances, as well as the multiple facets in which
migration manifests itself in Mexico, as a country of expelling,
reception, transit and return of migrants.
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