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Abstract

The article addresses the role that communities played in managing the social and health crisis generated by the
Covid-19 pandemic in two Chilean cities. Chile is an interesting case study owing to its intense and prolonged
confinement measures, which focused heavily on individuals and households. Using key concepts such as
communitarian weavings and care infrastructures, this research delves into the experiences of two neighborhoods
in Talca and Concepcion, employing qualitative methods, participant observation techniques, and interviews with
key actors to explore the everyday nature of community care ties and infrastructures. The findings reveal that,
despite state restrictions, people experienced confinement in close physical proximity within their neighborhoods.
Four key observations emerged: first, people adapted their actions to respond flexibly toexisting and new needs;
second, physical spaces such as streets, squares and local businessesbecame vital interaction venues; third,
communitarian weavings were partially (re)constructed virtually; and fourth, these weavings adjusted their actions
to meet contextualdemands, generating new common goods that addressed community needs. Lastly, care
infrastructures complemented or replaced the state’s inaction and the formal market. This illustrates that
communitarian weavings demonstrated the flexibility to function effectively in diverse scenarios, both with and
without state support.

Enjoy!

Clara E Irazabal Zurita (she/ella/ela), Arch., M.Sc., M.Arch., Ph.D.
ADVANCE Professor

Director and Professor, Urban Studies and Planning Program

Affiliate, National Center for Smart Growth
School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation
University of Maryland

1244 Architecture Building

3835 Campus Drive
College Park, Maryland 20742
301.405.6290

irazabal@umd.edu | www.arch.umd.edu



http://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2427.13330
mailto:irazabal@umd.edu
http://www.arch.umd.edu/

I’d follow love into extinction.
- Ayisha Siddiqa
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University Land Acknowledgement (excerpt)

DACA, TPS, or Undocumented Students find resources and engage with the USP.

We are on the ancestral lands of the Piscataway People, who are the ancestral stewards of this sacred land. This
Land Acknowledgement is a vocal reminder for each of us as two-leggeds to ensure our physical environment s in
better condition than what we inherited, for the health and prosperity of future generations.
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