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Central and South America, along with the Caribbean Islands, face unique urban challenges. From being “economic 

miracles” in the 1950s through the so-called “lost decade” in the 1980s, this global region has also been the laboratory 

for testing radical neoliberal policies since the mid 1970s and is now a focal point of a worldwide economic dispute over 

market-led globalization and state-led development. Politically, it has faced many challenges, from mainly dictator 

regimes mid last century to more democratic regimes at the beginning of the twenty-first century, to a current mix of right-

wing uprisings as well as left-led regimes. Regional political instability is still an issue, though some progress is observed 

regarding democratic processes. Severe poverty has been a persistent concern as well as unequal income distribution. 

Urbanization patterns have exacerbated these problems. As primate, mega cities grow, low-income settlements multiply 

on the urban fringes, making evident the divided lives that modernization has fostered among urban populations. Severe 

inequalities in basic infrastructure, access to education and health, gender and sexual orientation ongoing discrimination, 

and institutional instability are among the most critical barriers hindering urban development. 

In response to these challenges, innovative policies have been launched in metropolitan governance, coordinated urban-

rural development, regional planning, micro financing and economic development, sustainable and carbon-neutral 

urbanization, and other proposed solutions to ongoing urban problems. At the same time some inadequate policies have 

taken place bringing about more inequalities and human rights offenses. The lessons and outcomes of these initiatives 

are of critical importance to the people and leaders of this region, but equally of interest and concern to the rest of the 

global policy community. Government officials, policy makers, planners, and NGOs have encountered political, fiscal, 

social and cultural barriers in the struggle to improve living conditions for the majority within urban areas. 

A special issue of the Journal of Urban Affairs will be dedicated to this geographic region. Focusing on urban research 

and policy analysis, the Journal of Urban Affairs is among the most widely cited journals in the field. Published for the 

Urban Affairs Association, the journal provides a multidisciplinary perspective on issues of relevance to both scholars 

and practitioners. 

We are calling for papers preferably but not limited to those presented at the last UAA national conferences within the 

Central and South American Special Track for this special issue. 

If you are interested, please send your paper to Cecilia Giusti at cgiusti@arch.tamu.edu or to Lucia Capanema-Alvares 

at luciacapanema@gmail.com. Please follow the author guidelines at the JUAwebsite. 

Review of papers will begin on August 20, 2016. 
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