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The international symposium Made in Italy and the Transatlantic Transfer aims to examine and 
discuss the presence and the dissemination of Italian architectural culture in North and South 
America from the mid-1950s to the early 1970s. This is a critical time span for the observation of 
the architectural exchanges across the Atlantic Ocean, since the period coincided with a dramatic 
worldwide change of cultural geographies and with the transformation and expansion of many 
European societies and economies. 
 
A publication and an exhibition, George E. Kidder Smith’s Italy Builds (1955) and Italy: The New 
Domestic Landscape (MoMA 1972; curated by the Argentinian architect Emilio Ambasz), are 
adopted as the opposite ends of this chronological spectrum. The event intends to debate how the 
relationship between Italy and the Americas evolved during the period under consideration and 
how actors located on both sides of the Atlantic interacted at multiple levels. Among the cases that 
can be explored are the active presence of Italian practitioners in foreign land, their involvement in 
educational and institutional programs, and the role played by Italian companies. 
 
In the same way, the symposium is interested in analyzing the unfolding of different 
representations of Italian architectural culture in North and South America as well as the forms 
through which national narratives and transnational processes of cultural and technical exchange 
intersected. Submissions centered on the reception of the concept of “Made in Italy” and of images 
of Italy in North and South American media, events and “megaevents” are encouraged. The event 
will be held in English. 
 
The symposium is organized by the Transfer Lab, a research group based in the Department of 
Architecture and Urban Studies at the Politecnico di Milano. 
 
Abstracts of no more than 350 words, accompanied by a 80-word biographical profile, must be 
submitted as Word files to federico.deambrosis@polimi.it by February 9, 2020. 
 
 
 
Key dates: 
Feb 9, 2020: Submission of abstracts 
Feb 17, 2020: Notification of acceptance 
April 19, 2020: Submission of full papers 
May 18-19, 2020: Symposium 
 


