
 

 
 

 

 

 

ELECTRA 27 

Dossier / Narcissism 

 BUY ELECTRA 27   

Of narcissism, as Flaubert said of stupidity, it can aso be said that it is found in all ages, 
but each age has its own narcissism. That of our time appears to be an omnipresent 
germ in all aspects of individual and collective life, active in the multiple political, 
cultural, economic, social, technological and communication systems, giving rise, 
directly or indirectly, closely or remotely, to the greatest perversions, excesses and 
arbitrariness, and jeopardising primordial ethical codes and the founding rules of 
coexistence. The subject of the Electra 27 central dossier is exactly ‘Narcissism,’ one of 
the traits that shape our time, presenting essays and interviews by prominent authors 
such as Élisabeth Roudinesco, Sinziana Ravini, Miguel Benasayag, Dominique 
Rabaté, António Bracinha Vieira and Vincent Cocquebert. 

In this issue, anthropologist Giulia Bogliolo Bruna writes about Jean Malaurie, a sage 
whose life was like a novel: scientific explorer of the polar regions and defender of the 
rights of Arctic minorities, particularly of the indigenous peoples in Greenland, 
ethnohistorian, geographer and writer, Malaurie was also director of the École des 
Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales and founder of the prestigious ‘Terre Humaine’ 
collection. 
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Yuri Slezkine, professor at the Universities of Berkeley and Oxford and considered one 
of the world's leading experts on Russian history, summons a beautiful and original 
memory of Moscow, combining his personal story with the history of the city, visiting 
different periods, political and cultural figures, memorable events and places of 
worship. 

This issue’s ‘In the First Person’ section features acclaimed British author and essayist 
Geoff Dyer, who speaks to Electra about books, photographs and the idea of the end, 
exploring a variety of themes in contemporary culture, ranging from the creative process 
of writing to the attention to the world that images evoke. 

Also in this issue we find recent works by artist Francisca Carvalho; poet, playwright 
and filmmaker Regina Guimarães comments on a statement by Jean Genet about art 
and politics; architect Gilles Delalex, founder of Studio Muoto, questions whether 
anarchist reasoning can generate an architecture; writer and curator Thomas Dylan 
Eaton tells the story of the famous Hanuman book collection, from India to New York 
and San Francisco in the late 20th century; Afonso Dias Ramos comments on and 
connects two of the most eagerly awaited publications of recent years, the catalogue of 
photographic materials that belonged to W.G. Sebald, and the letters that John Berger 
exchanged with his son at the end of his life; and journalist Bárbara Reis writes about 
the word ‘Bubble.’ 
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Geoff Dyer 

“Figure” 

Jean Malaurie 
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ELECTRA Collection 

Would you like to have the complete 
collection of Electra Magazine or any 
previous issue? 

Send us an email to: 
order@monadebooks.com 

 

 

 

Casa de Serralves 

New book! 

The Casa de Serralves is a celebrated 
modernist icon. Designed between 
Porto and Paris (1925-43), in the 
superimposed work of five architects, 
the villa is revealed through large scale 
photographs by João Carmo Simões 
and edited drawings. This referential 
work brings together avant-garde and 
traditional desires – an ambiguity that 
forged generations of architects. 

 Order   
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Living in Lisbon 

BIAU BOOK AWARD - XIII Architecture 
and Urbanism Ibero-American 
Biennial 

Lisbon is being ravaged by an 
unprecedented housing crisis. The 
exponential increase of prices, the 
combined outcome of the 
financialisation of housing and the lack 
of continued investment of public 
policies, means that every Portuguese 
person is, or knows someone who is, 
affected by the crisis.  

 Order   
 

 

 

 

FEP / Viana de Lima 

DAM Book Award 2024 

A groundbreaking work of modernity in 
Porto, the FEP faculty building is a 
hidden architectural masterpiece, 
designed by Alfredo Viana de Lima in 
the 1960s. Through photographs 
especially taken by João Carmo Simões 
and edited drawings, this book shows 
why the project has been, a silent 
reference for generations of Portuguese 
architects. 

 Order   
 

 

 

 

The Order of Landscape / Special 
Edition 

Special Edition, signed and numbered 
Linen cover 

The Order of Landscape presents a 
powerful insight into the work of a 
forefront figure in contemporary 
landscape architecture, João Gomes da 
Silva. Through an extensive duotone 
photo essay by João Carmo Simões, 
a collection of texts and a set of plans, 
the book unveils this seminal body of 
work. 

 Order   
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A Dangerous Game / Álvaro Siza 

Silkscreen Álvaro Siza 
Signed and Numbered by the Author 
Limited Edition of 50 

There is a game in which the player 
places an open palm and splayed 
fingers on a table, then, using a 
penknife, stabs back and forth between 
the gaps, faster and faster. A dangerous 
game. Such is Architecture. 

Álvaro Siza 

 Order   
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XIII Ibero-American Biennial of 
Architecture and Urbanism Award  

 

 

DAM Architectural Book Award 2024!  
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