
Dear urban geographers, 
  
Please see below job opportunity for a Post-Doctoral Research Associate to work on an ESRC funded project ‘Learning 
from small cities: Governing imagined futures and the dynamics of change in India's smart urban age' and based in the 
Urban Futures research domain in King's College London. 
  
https://www.hirewire.co.uk/HE/1061247/MS_JobDetails.aspx?JobID=79006 
  
Postdoctoral Research Associate in Geography 
Reference: THW/18/059639/000557  
Salary Details: Grade 6, £33,518 to £39,992 per annum  
Allowances: £2,923 London Allowance  
Contract Type: Temporary/Fixed term  
Contract Term: Full time  
Contract period: 24 months 
  
The post holder will work as a part of an international research team (led by Ayona Datta) learning from small cities in India through 
an in-depth investigation of their transformation into smart cities. Taking an asset-based approach to infrastructure access and 
provision, the project will examine how these cities learn to translate state imaginations of urban futures into ‘actually existing’ 
smart cities, how ordinary citizens in these cities live with the dynamics of these changes, how they value assets (tangible and 
intangible) and how this combined knowledge might be mobilised towards more sustainable smart cities policies and projects. With 
expertise in geo-informatics and human geography or a cognate discipline, the post holder will be responsible for contributing 
research assistance, in particular to the design, administration, and analysis of research data. They will undertake desk research to 
provide an overview of the current Smart Cities policies internationally and in India. They will work with the research team to 
undertake research and analysis of case study cities using asset mapping, ethnography, critical GIS and other innovative digital 
methods. They will oversee research protocols such as ethics and data management, and the collation and coding of fieldwork data 
in conjunction with three local research assistants. They will provide support in organizing workshops/conferences in UK and India 
and in pathways to impact activities including contributing to online blogs, public exhibitions, preparing storymaps, infographics, 
asset toolkit and policy briefs. The post holder will be expected to be a full collaborator in the research team, co-authoring 
publications and engaging in other means for disseminating the research findings.  
  
The postholder will be required to travel to India for long periods and will be expected to work closely with other Indian team 
members (led by Prof. Sanjay Srivastava, IEG), societal partners in the third sector, as well as local research assistants. A degree of 
fluency in Hindi/Marathi/Punjabi is essential.  
   
The selection process will include competency based questions, an assessment and a panel interview. Shortlisted candidates will 
also be asked to provide samples of their work.  
  
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE POSTHOLDER WILL NEED TO HAVE A PHD OR HAVE SUBMITTED THEIR PHD BEFORE THEY APPLY 
FOR THIS POSITION. 
  
Closing date: 29 May 2018 
  
Please direct informal queries to Dr. Ayona Datta (ayona.datta@kcl.ac.uk) 
  
Best wishes 
Ayona 
  
*************************************** 
Dr Ayona Datta 
Reader in Urban Futures 
Urban Futures Research domain chair 
Programme Director, MA/MSc Sustainable Cities 
Department of Geography 
King’s College London 
London WC2B 4GB 

https://www.hirewire.co.uk/HE/1061247/MS_JobDetails.aspx?JobID=79006
mailto:ayona.datta@kcl.ac.uk
https://kclurbanfutures.wordpress.com/
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/departments/geography/study/masters/suscit/index.aspx


http://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/departments/geography/people/academic/datta/Biography.aspx  
  
Blog The City Inside Out 
Twitter @ayonadatta 
  
RESEARCH PROJECTS 
ESRC Learning from small cities: Governing imagined futures in India’s smart urban age 
AHRC Gendering the Smart City 
British Academy (Dis)connected Infrastructures and Violence Against Women 
SNF-RCUK Smart Cities: Provincialising the Global Urban Age 
AHRC Learning from Utopian Cities 
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