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Living in Lisbon

The book “Living in Lisbon” was been announced as winner of the 13th BIAU Biennial of
Architecture and Urbanism in the ‘Publications’ category. The BIAU is organised by the
Spanish Ministry of Transport, Mobility and Urban Agenda, in partnership with the
Superior Council of the Spanish College of Architects and Ibero-American housing and
urban planning institutions. The prize will be awarded this December in Lima, Peru,
during BIAU.

“Living in Lisbon” is edited by Marta Sequeira and is co-published by Monade and CCB -
Centro Cultural de Belém and Dinamia'CET ISCTE.

Living in Lisbon concisely presents the conjecture and possibilities of action to think
about the building of the city. The book includes an overview of the most charismatic
architectures resulting from public housing policies that have been built in Lisbon over
the course of 50 years of democracy, describes the main projects that are currently on
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the table, presents analytical visions of the present situation and freely envisions plans
for the future in the form of dialogue, essay or manifesto.

Edited and organised by Marta Sequeira
29,7 x21 cm, 160 pages
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See Book

LISBON IS A CITY WITH A VAST HISTORIC
BACKGROUND, BUT ALSO A CITY THAT HAS
BEEN TRANSFORMING AT AN ACCELERATED
PACE IN RECENT YEARS. THIS MUTATION
HAS RESULTED IN A METROPOLIS
THAT CURRENTLY HAS AROUND THREE
MILLION INHABITANTS, A VARIED
ECONOMIC FABRIC ~ WITH STRENGTHS
AND WEAKNESSES THAT REFLECTITS
COUNTRY — AND A RICH SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL DIVERSITY. THE CHALLENGES
CAUSED BY THIS TRANSFORMATION
HAVE BEEN MULTIPLE, AND ARE
EXPLORED IN THIS CONVERSATION WITH
SOCIOLOGIST ANA DRAGO, ARCHITECT
JOANA PESTANA LAGES - BOTH
RESEARCHERS AT DINAMIA’CET-ISCTE,
CENTRE FOR SOCIOECONOMIC AND
TERRITORIAL STUDIES - AND FILIPA
ROSETA, ARCHITECT AND COUNCILLOR
FOR HOUSING, LOCAL DEVELOPMENT AND
MUNICIPAL WORKS AT LISBON CITY HALL.

MARTA SEQUEIRA (MS) Accerding 10 data feom
the Portuguese inmigraticn and Border Service,

FIUPA ROSETA (FR) Multiculturaism is
positive feature of the city of Lisban that, i fact,

02021 more than aationals
Tivec i Lisbeon (abaost 20% of the popuiation)
with inhabitasts from 169 Sflerent countries.
tiving in the metropobtan area. How do you think
this population has Been absorbed and has
‘contributed 10 what the ity of Lisbon is today?

has ingrained in its DNA. Bet we
alyo have 10 be caretul with rapid trasafcrmations,
sinca thay bring not cnly bensfits. Culture needs
tane 1o be consolidated, If not, you run the risk of
Gestroying identity. Recently, two phensmena have
to o,

Pertas had, since 1967, been comstructing at

PINK PANTHER, 1972-1979

the theaeetical level in the journal
e published dozens of articles facusing on

the production of housiag in Southers Eurcpe,
particulary in Spain and Italy, coustries that, in
the post-war pericd, scught to re-found moderm

1 the centext of the Fundo die Fomeato da
Habitagho [Housing Promoticn Fund] — created

in 1969

Weough an t roalism. Those

3180 bo
Team X, 0r 1 the Iberian scale in the Pequedos
oeganised by Oviet Bohigas and
Carlos do Miguel that, from 1967 onwards, had
Nuno Portas as their i ® Portugal.

Reds Cabrita

the 12 area of the Chalas Urbanisatien Plan.

Dias,

Tha major operations of bousing
00 the agenda of debate, namaly the INA-Casa
programme in Italy, the wacond phase of New
Yowns in England, and the Toulouse-Le Mirail
operation in France.

1n 1969, Portas also joined the regorting
committee of the Seminas on Politics and Housing,
peomated by the Ministry of Public Works, whase.
cotrdination was led by Inicio Peres Fernandes.

0 realise a large-scale buding (for around
Moused In

i s puiinenys

— with circulation theoush slevators and
staies, but aleo theough extensive gaberies and

Tho roport roflects of hossing's
10 the coustry's

and its alignmect with tand policy and financing.
An analysis of the cegank: strusture of the publc
sector was wiso revisited, identitying the lack
of a specialised structure to face the existing
preblems. Foe the first time, the “concest of
the right 10 housing” was put forward, 50 be
Guaranteed by the “community, under the
responsibility of the state” This framawork was
Sresant at the ostbreak of the 1074 Revalstion,
and lald the fousdaticns for the actions that
were trigpered throughout the housing sector,
anticipating the postulates that, is 1976, were
includad in Article 65 of Pertugal's Constitution of
the

Theo ossestisl issue that emerges from the
regort, howewer, cormespends 1o the need
4o¢ combined action botwoan the physikcal
and econcmic piacning sectors, considered
cruchal for the study of housing problems. From
lmmu 2 broad postical field of sockor

anomic develapment was introduced, capatie

o Conducting coherent and complomentary
acticns. The phasing of this policy began with
the city-reghon wait, 33 the berritorial coge to
0 contidored, with management of mobility and
the transport network 3 decisive piiar s the
strecture of urban and regional crgansation
i the econsmia feid, there was a perception
that interactions within the preductive sector
of construetion would eventually trassiate
Lo an equiibeim in the circulation of cagital
and the movement of the domeatic market,
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(Rottem) Technical drawings, 1972-1979.
China ink and pencil on tracing.
(next page, top) Photograchy by Dasiel Malhlo, 2015,

ANADRAGO,

Thee has been & very ragid gentrification of some

with force. From coe moment o the next, Lisboa's
o8l e3tate became internationally desirable, with
1he consequence that its former cccupants were
driven to the suburbs of the city. On the other
hand, in 2018, a decree was passed that made
the regularisation of immigrants mare flexidle.
Since then, there has Been & bosen in people
entaring the country, and this has brought huge
challenges. Thase dymamics noed time = to
incroase infrastructure and, above i, to build
housing - otherwise, drictions cam arise betwesn
those wha are trying to estabiish themseives in
the oty and the city's former indatstants. Nt ondy
were ink

wealthy foreigners who come to enjoy the city and
a1 it has 10 offer. But theee are a great number of
People who come 1o work in low-skiled jobs, 1o
Tvo in overcromded dwelings, 5 not be attended
10 by the Immigration and Border Service. The
responss, for both sides, should cartainly be
Gferent - because the expectations of both sides.
are also dtterent - but there is ce Gimension
that | ceasider peofoundly wiak, because it is
orally condemantie, and that is that itizenship
can be Boupht thecugh golden visas. It is net just
2 questicn of the immigration and Border Service
nat attending to immigrants, Sut of i attending to
s0ma of them peomptly if they aro witing o by 8
house worth moee than 500,000 ewos. Curiously.
we are having this conversation in front of the

ot buit b cater
for these people, but our services den't even have
the capacity 10 deal with thoe: at the moment,
wo have 65,000 walting 10 bo dealt with by the
Portoguese Immigration and Border Service.

MS But 40 you believe there should Aave been
more rostraint?

FR No, | think thare sheuld have been planning,
Bt now that we are In this situstion, wo need 1o
rospond 1o it

Joana Pestana Lages (JPL) Diversity is more
interesting than mulicutwralism, decause it opens
space for issues ether than culture. Diversity is
akout acceptiag the other, Mmhwao'q\s

Praca do i Liskon - budt in 1940
0 the occasion of the grand Exhiition of the
Portuguese World, in celebeation of the *glories
of the Emaire® of the Estado Nevo. It becomes
inarvitable 1o reflect 0n how this coloalal past
st transiates in the way the ity s lived in, and
1woukd even say in the way the city is sometimes
thowght ot

ANA DRAGO (AD) There aso exists & ceanection
between the sccial arngin of the foreigners and
the areas of the city thay have Bees occupying.
The foreign elites roproduced what Uston's
bourgecisie did In the past; thay cccupied Avesida
da Uberdade and Avenidas Novas, But they have
250 boon moving into populas seiAbOWNC0dS,
Tueliing 2 process of transnational gestrification.

0 the caly factor.
;Mrmlmuﬂl|mmmlh!h
Lishon i3 a good investment for their retirement is
Sferent from 50mecne who comes from Guinea-
Bissau or Sanegal in search of a better Me. The
question of QEographio origin must aways have
the secial, ameng ether factors, wdded to it. In
itsel, mumicultoralises is useless ~ and, besides
that, it shoud not be excticised. What matters

5 what wo do with the cultures that come to us.
Right mow, we are croating welcomieg policies for

5} YR (

I centrast, 10 low-paid and
informal labour has boen settling in the old
working-ciass axis: Avenida Almrante Roeis. But it
has alzo beon setting on the outskirts of Lisbon,
and other municipalties In its metropoktan area.
This process has contributed to the creation of
new enclaves. | have heard & said 50 many times:
“One day, theee wos't be asy Portuguese pecple
Jeft i Lisbon™ And this sertence is aot said about
1he poor migrants, bt about the rich oses. We are
afeaid that the renovation of Lisbon's wrban fabric,
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o by 2026,

the way foc secel

terning housing i a duratée asset rather than

& productive isvestment, and, as such, not
sigreficantly affecting the “balance of payments”.
This consclidated the idea of creating & national
fond capable of of the

QUINTA DOALTO, 1975~1982
MANUEL MAGALHAES

1 the comtext of the SAAL (Servigo de
Apodo,

catalyog
construction industry in the field of hosaing, and

of the Ministry of Public Works in terms of
howting. This new organise had as its mission

Advalade. Th

not benediting fros Bousing
mmmmmm»m

Postta (a profe

toantve

‘enabled lower costs and, above all, taster

regkn's increase in population and redefine new
bowndaries for the urban area.

‘While architects planned and Built the new
complones, they aisd sccurmulated 2 sense of

self-reloctin

In geciects such as the Bairro Branco in Aleada,

by
Vasconcelos, the Alto do Zambeuad, by Vitor
Figueiredo, Cateal de Metlo and Jorge G, or
the Bakro da Bela Vista i Setibal, by

xma-mm-lh
November 1982 — ahead of other long-standing
operations. MS.

(footer) Photomantage, 1975-1202
tiaries, 1982.

Monteiro and José Scusa

rop}

Marting,
The ntention 10 work with the codes ol the

of the street, the block and the square. The same

ngako Byme

Reis

Cabeza,

deds eated i

with 2 analogic peocess, ind ¢o the other band,
revostir

mﬂmdlmm(w
o Aalb,

Support Service), an nstrument that allowed the
production of public housing 1o be kept active in
e aricd, thecuph the &

of the communities that were % be rehovsed. This
programma, developed in the contaxt of the first

Handing over the keys 10 the residents, 1582 © INH
contre) Technical drawings, 1978. China.
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